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CONEIDENTIAL USBERLIN 2609 
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SUBJ: TEGEL'S SHARE OE TURKISH WORKER TRAFEIC DECLINES 
REF: (A) USBERLIN 2279, (B) BONN 14851, (C) ANKARA 6338 

1. SENAT HAS PROVIDED EIGURES WHICH INDICATE A DECLINE IN TEGEL 
AIRPORT'S SHARE OE BERLIN TURKISH WORKER TRAEEIC STARTING IN 
JUNE 1977, WHEN REGULAR INTERELUG FLIGHTS BETWEEN SCHOENEEELD 
AND ISTANBUL WERE INAUGURATED. DURING FIRST FIVE MONTHS OE 
1977, TEGEL HANDLED OVER 60PCT OF TURKISH WORKER TRAFEIC IN EACH 
MONTH, A PATTERN OF DOMINANCE WHICH HAD PREVAILED IN 1975 AND 
1976; IN JUNE, HOWEVER, TEGEL'S PROPORTION WAS 57PCT, IN JULY, 

59PCT; IN IN AUGUST, 51PCT, AND SEPTEMBER, 52PCT. 

2. COMMENT: SENAT STATISTICS INDICATE THAT NEW INTERFLUG 
TURKEY SERVICE IS AN ESSENTIAL EACTOR IN RECENT TIPPING OF 
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TURKISH WORKER TRAEFIC TOWARD SCHOENEFELD. IN FIRST FOUR 
MONTHS OF OPERATION, INTERFLUG HAS CAPTURED 7-9PCT OE TOTAL 
BERLIN TURKISH WORKER TRAEEIC, ELYING IN EACH MONTH BETWEEN 
17PCT AND 27PCT AS MANY PASSENGERS AS THY. WE DO NOT SHARE 
TURKS' APPARENT BELIEF (REF C) THAT INTERFLUG CONSTITUTES 
"NO PROBLEM" EOR THY; GIVEN SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS ON TICKET 
PRICES OEEERED BY INTERFLUG, WE WOULD EXPECT - ABSENT 
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RESTRICTIONS - THAT INTERFLUG WOULD MAKE FURTHER INROADS 
OVER THE LONG TERM, TAKING BUSINESS AWAY FROM THY AS WELL AS 
TEGEL, ALTHOUGH TO DATE NO CLEAR TREND OF GROWTH (OR DECAY) 
OF INTERFLUG BUSINESS HAS REVEALED ITSELF. INCIDENTALLY, 

SENAT TOTALS SHOW THAT BETWEEN 853 (AUGUST) AND 1357 (JULY) 
PASSENGERS FLEW EACH MONTH ON INTERFLUG TURKISH WORKER 
FLIGHTS OVER JUNE-SEPTEMBER PERIOD. THESE NUMBERS, OBTAINED 
BY PHYSICAL COUNTS BY WEST BERLIN POLICE OF CATEGORIES OF 
TRAVELERS USING WALTERSDORFER CHAUSSEE CROSSING FROM WEST 
BERLIN TO SCHOENEFELD AIRPORT, ARE AT VARIANCE WITH AUGUST 
FIGURE OF 224 CITED REFTEL C. LOCAL WEST BERLIN THY 
REPRESENTATIVE EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN IN AUGUST WITH EFFECTS 
OF INTERFLUG PRICE CUTTING AND SAID HE INTENDED TO VISIT 
EAST BERLIN IN SEPTEMBER TO DISCUSS THE PROBLEM WITH INTERFLUG. 
SUBSEQUENTLY, HE HAS GIVEN VARIOUS EXCUSES FOR NOT HAVING 
HELD SUCH DISCUSSIONS, WHICH TO OUR KNOWLEDGE HAVE STILL NOT 
TAKEN PLACE. 

3. WE HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED SENAT'S COMPREHENSIVE PROPOSALS 
ON HOW TO DEAL WITH SITUATION, BUT RECENT UNFAVORABLE 
STATISTICAL TRENDS WILL NO DOUBT BOLSTER SENAT'S CASE THAT 
STRONG ACTION IS NEEDED.GEORGE 
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